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18 He replied, “I saw

Satan fall like lightning from
heaven. *° | have given you
authority to trample on
snakes and scorpions and to
overcome all the power of
the enemy; nothing will
harm you. ?° However, do
not rejoice that the spirits

submit to you, but rejoice
that your names are written in heaven.” — Luke 10 (NIV)

Our Protector

One day | was facilitating some DMM training in Chiang Rai and came back after
lunch to find a snake beside my mattress! It was very long. And it was a color |
hadn’t encountered before. My bag of teaching supplies was right behind it. |
quickly went to find help, but snakes don’t stay still. So after we came back we
began to look for the snake. Eventually we found it behind a wooden dresser.
Turns out, it was a cobra! Praise God for his protection and safety over me, and
over the students who stay in that dorm! One student told me that they are not
observant and that they would have just walked right into the room and not
noticed the snake! That night | wasn’t sure how | would sleep, but we prayed for
God’s protection before bed, and didn’t see any more snakes. | praise God for his
protection over us.



Later that day, we went out to visit

- people in the community, to pray for

¢ them and to share stories from

" Scripture. When we debriefed the time
& of ministry together, we read from

' , Luke 10, where Jesus debriefs the 72.
Suddenly the authority to trample on
snakes and the promise that nothing

®pF [\J  wouldharm us felt very real. Yet, Jesus
said that even more than all of thls let us rejoice in our salvation, in our name
being written in heaven. This is why we go. We have been saved. We have been
delivered. And we have the privilege of offering this same hope to the world
around us.

Discipleship School

Cynthia and | had the opportunity to teach
at one of the Discipleship Training Schools
at a Myanmar church in Mae Sot. It was a lot of fun. The students were especially
passionate about sharing the message of the gospel. It was fun to see people
grow in facilitating Discovery Bible Study groups. One of my favorite moments,
after teaching how we can share our testimonies, was having someone volunteer
to come up and share their testimony only to tell us at the end that it wasn’t
actually their own testimony- it was the testimony of their friend. But these
misunderstandings are also beautiful opportunities to affirm that we all have
testimonies, and that our stories of God’s transforming work in our lives matters.
It is not just the big flashy testimonies that God can use. God has worked in all of



our lives and done incredible things! We have the privilege of sharing what God
has done in our own lives with others.

New House Churches

| also had the chance to visit the church in Phon Phisai. There, | got to visit 3 house
churches that didn’t even exit the last time | was up to visit. | also got to see how
broom making is impacting the community and providing an income for believers,
as well as opportunities for evangelism and discipleship. People who just started
house churches earlier this year are mentoring the new house church leaders. The

i - e 2 new house church leaders are not paid

" interns or pastors, but rather people who
volunteer their time out of love for God. The
growth of the church, both in number and

. maturity is something God alone can do.
There are now 19 house church groups at
various stages of development in this
province!

Listen

Shortly after that, a group of missionary women got
together for a retreat. The theme was Listen, and the




retreat gave us the chance to step back and listen for what God wanted to say to
us. It also allowed time for fellowship and fun.

ICOMB Asia Summit

After sleeping in my own bed less than 10 days in May, | was thankful that we
were hosting the ICOMB Asia Regional Summit in Chachoengsao, and could sleep
in my own bed at night. The summit was a beautiful time where leaders from MB
conferences across Southeast Asia prayed for one another and challenged one
another to live for God. We heard testimonies of the persecuted church, and
those of us from nations who don’t experience that level of persecution were
challenged by the faithfulness of the church to continue to go out and share, even
when safety is not guaranteed. We also were challenged to walk in unity and to
set aside our
differences. Psalm 133
was a theme. The
networking and

mutual
encouragement that
took place across
nations was so
beautiful. The early
morning prayer times
and the time of
intercession around

the flags of each
nation were beautiful times of seeking God together.

~Japan Vision Trip

' ,'_": Many people stayed after the regional summit for a media

training workshop, but during that time | had the chance
to host a brother from Japan who is exploring ministry



opportunities in Thailand. It was fun to learn more about the Japanese community
in Thailand, and to explore possible future outreach opportunities together. We
experienced a warm welcome and assistance from Sila Church as they contributed
their resources and knowledge to help. We are looking forward to partnering
together and hosting outreaches together in the future.

Old Friends

Then | also had a chance to see a visiting team!
It was fun to catch up with old friends and hear
how God has been faithfully leading them, and
to make new friends as well! The team had the
opportunity to participate in prayer walking

and got to witness two people make decisions
to receive Christ!

Our God is doing amazing things all across this nation. Sometimes all it takes is
making ourselves available to Him.

Upcoming Events:
July 8-12 Retreat. | will be attending a retreat for missionaries.

July 25-27 “The Faithful” Camp (previously called intern camp) this Thailand
Mennonite Brethren Church Association camp brings together church planters and
those faithfully making Jesus known in different communities for equipping and
encouragement

My visa extension application process will also begin in July.

If God has put it on your heart to be involved financially in the ministry in Thailand, would
you consider giving to the Chachoengsao Churches Together Project? This project helps to
support pastors and interns with a small stipend, and some fuel and ministry supplies.
Donations can be made at https://multiply.net/project/A848 or by calling the Multiply office.
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